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Networked Publics and the 
Remaking of the News 





Photo: Ryan http://www.flickr.com/photos/metrix_feet/ 

Whose voices? 



Blurred boundaries 



Photo: Tasayu Tasnaphun Legay http://www.flickr.com/photos/tasayu/ 

An awareness system 
that offers diverse 
means to collect, 
communicate, share 
and display news and 
information, serving 
diverse purposes. 
 

 Hermida, 2010 

Ambient media spaces 



Pervasive and persistent 



Emphasis on the  
global and public 



Photo: Ramy Raoof http://www.flickr.com/photos/ramyraoof/ 

Instantaneity,  
solidarity, ambience  



Photo: Floris Van Cauwelaert http://www.flickr.com/photos/flomobile/ 

Hybridity in the news 



Photo: Shehan Peruma https://www.flickr.com/photos/shehan/ 

Protests and the media 



Photo: President of the European Council - http://www.flickr.com/photos/europeancouncil/ 

Institutional authority 



Photo: VetforPeace - http://www.flickr.com/photos/vetforpeace/ 

Policing the crisis 



Photo: Steve Rhodes https://www.flickr.com/photos/ari/ 

Connective activism 



Hashtag publics 
•  Ad hoc issue publics 

•  Bruns and Moe, 2013 

•  Information 
neighbourhoods  
•  Gruzd et al., 2011 

•  Listening, redacting, 
and broadcasting 
practices  
•  Gleason, 2013; Papacharissi 

and Meraz, 2012 

Photo: Patrick Hoesly http://www.flickr.com/photos/zooboing/ 



Photo: Caelie Frampton http://www.flickr.com/photos/caelie/ 

The case of #Idlenomore 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnFQT1-zlBw 

“Everybody tweet” 



Photo: Stephen Harper http://www.flickr.com/photos/pmwebphotos/ 

Omnibus legislation 



Photo: Gabriel Esler http://www.flickr.com/photos/thedevilsaint/ 

Media focus 



First #Idlenomore tweet 



#Idlenomore Twitter data 
743,365 tweets / Dec ‘12 – Jan ‘13 



#Idlenomore  
Dec ‘12 – Jan ‘13 

Total tweets: 743,365 
 
Tweets:  249,777 
Retweets:  459,658 
Mentions:  32,930  
 
Mobile: 45% 
Non-mobile: 55% 



Photo: Teresa Healy http://www.flickr.com/photos/finneganmusic/  

Social influence 



Structural influence 



Networked influence 



Structural influence 



Top 10: Exogenous 



Networked influence 





Indigenous voices 



Mainstream media 



Photo: Thien http://www.flickr.com/photos/thienv/ 

Messaging 



Messaging 



SamaraCanada.com: Occupiers and Legislators  

Messaging 



Hashtag publics 



Hashtag publics 
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Articulation of identity 



Photo: Steve http://www.flickr.com/photos/slm/ 

Resonance 
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Crowdsourced voices 
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Contested space 
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Questions of power 



Up for negotiation 
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